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police, which dominated the gmina even more completely than it did the Russian township. These measures were obviously designed to court the peasants at the expense of the landed nobility.
The reorganization of the Polish government was thorough but less swift. Between 1867 and 1869 all institutions established by the Organic Statute of 1832 and the Wielopolski reforms were abolished, and Russian Poland, a kingdom only in name, was brought under an administrative regime identical with that of the other parts of the empire. Administrative assimilation was made all the more unpalatable by aggressive Russification. Polish officials were replaced by native Russians, who received a privileged status in the civil service (law of June 30, 1867). The Russian language was introduced in the administration and in the courts. With the appointment of Count Dimitry Tolstoy as minister of education (1866), Russification was extended to schools. Polish schools were gradually but inexorably crowded out by Russian schools. A drive for the elimination of the Polish language in secondary schools was inaugurated in 1869, and in primary schools in 1871. By a law of 1885 all instruction in Polish primary schools was to be given in Russian, except for classes in the Polish language, and in religion for Roman Catholics, which might be conducted in Polish. In 1869 the University of Warsaw was reorganized as a Russian university; its faculty was appointed by Russian authorities. The Catholic Church was made to pay a heavy price for the part taken by the clergy in the insurrection, A number of Catholic and Uniat monasteries and convents were closed in 1864, Two years later Uniats were debarred from espousing Catholicism. Bribery, intimidation, and outright coercion were successfully used to force the Uniats to repudiate their allegiance to Rome: in 1875 the Uniat diocese of Kholm was readmitted to the fold of Greek Orthodoxy.
The one redeeming feature of the ill advised and ill fated insurrection of 1863 was the land reform of 1864. According to the distinguished Polish authority Roman Dmowski, the reform, by creating a large and economically sound class of peasant owners, contributed to the prosperity and social stability of Poland. It is arguable, however, that since the necessity of the economic emancipation of the peasantry was recognized by Polish opinion, a liberal land reform would have been enacted, irrespective of the St. Petersburg government. Russian political objectives in Poland were not achieved. Generous treatment did not reconcile Polish peasants to Muscovite domination, and Po-